
Maidstone: Local Plan ALC Sites 

Parish: Maidstone and Urban Fringe 

This includes sites on the south-east edge of Maidstone (off Sutton Road) and on the south-west side 

(Farleigh Lane), with the land grades shown on two separate maps.  Part of sites HO-74 and HO-95 

are covered by earlier ALC mapping accessible from Natural England’s MAGIC website. 

MAFF Provisional ALC mapping (1:63,360 Scale) - Sheet 172 (1971): Both sites off Sutton Road were 

shown as Grade 2 quality and the three off Farleigh Lane as Grade 1. 

Soil Survey of England and Wales (1:250,000 Scale, 1983): All sites are mapped as within the Malling 

soil association. 

Site Specific Climate Data 

(extrapolated from Climatological Data for Agricultural Land Classification, Met Office, 1989): 

Site Reference No. H1(7) H1(10) HO-95, HO-

272 & HO-74 

Grid reference TQ 792527 TQ 797518 TQ 739541 

Altitude (m AOD) 97 104 35 

Accumulated temperature  (day °°°°C Jan - June) 1397 1389 1462 

Average annual rainfall (mm) 714 703 684 

Field capacity days (days) 146 144 139 

Moisture deficit, wheat (mm) 110 110 118 

Moisture deficit, potatoes (mm) 103 103 114 

Overall climatic grade 1 1 1 

Survey Results (Sutton Road sites): 

Both sites were found to have similar soils with a medium or heavy silty clay loam or clay topsoil 

overlying a mottled and gleyed, slowly permeable, clay subsoil.  These profiles were assessed as 

borderline Wetness Class III/IV or Wetness Class IV which, together with the topsoil textures and the 

prevailing climatic conditions at the sites, restrict the land to Subgrade 3b quality due to a significant 

wetness and workability limitation. 

Within site H1(7) some slightly better drained soil profiles were encountered with a permeable 

upper subsoil present above the slowly permeable clay.  These profiles were assessed as Wetness 

Class II or III depending on the thickness of the upper subsoil and hence of Grade 2, Subgrade 3a or 

3b depending on the topsoil texture and the climatic conditions. 

Site H1(10) had some areas where the quantity of stones larger than 2 cm were such that the stone 

content of the topsoil was limiting for the agricultural quality of the land.  Parts have been mapped 

as non-agricultural comprising farm buildings and tracks in the north east and a golf range and 

associated buildings, tracks and hard standing in the west. 



Survey Results (Farleigh Lane sites): 

The agricultural quality of these sites is subject to large variation as a result of patterned ground 

causing variation in soil depth over short distances.  On the Google Earth image below pale tones 

represent shallow soils and the darker tones deeper soils.   

 

The land is mainly of sub-grade 3a quality due to droughtiness limitations, with patches of grade 2 

where soils are deeper.  Although the survey found some patches of land with no significant 

limitations to agriculture, none of the land is regarded as grade 1 quality due to the complex soil 

pattern.  On the lower slopes in the south of the site, soils are of heavier texture and are poorly-

draining, giving land of subgrade 3b quality due to soil wetness.   



34



35



Maidstone: Local Plan ALC Sites 

Parish: Bearsted 

One site (HO3-280) has been mapped in Bearsted parish on land north of the A20 (Ashford Road) 

and west of Fauchons Lane. 

MAFF Provisional ALC mapping (1:63 360 Scale) - Sheet 172 (1971): Most of the land is mapped as 

grade 2 quality, with the land adjoining residential areas in the south and east mapped as 'other land 

primarily in non-agricultural use'. 

Soil Survey of England and Wales (1:250,000 Scale, 1983): Mapped as soils of the Malling 

Association, fine loamy soils over sandy limestone at intermediate depth. 

Site Specific Climate Data: 

(extrapolated from Climatological Data for Agricultural Land Classification, Met Office, 1989) 

Site Reference No. HO3-280 

Grid reference TQ 786558 

Altitude (mAOD) 35 

Accumulated temperature  (day °°°°C Jan - June) 1437 

Average annual rainfall (mm) 697 

Field capacity days (days) 141 

Moisture deficit, wheat (mm) 115 

Moisture deficit, potatoes (mm) 110 

Overall climatic grade 1 

Survey results 

The site comprises a section of stream valley running roughly north-east to south-west.  Steep-sided 

terraces are located in mid-slope positions on the northerly and southerly valley slopes. 

With the exception of the two fields adjoining the western boundary (which are used for grazing) the 

site is not in current agricultural use, save for occasional grazing, which has prevented the whole of 

the eastern area of the site from reverting to wooded scrub.  Woody scrub areas are found in the 

north of the site adjoining a railway line, and woodland areas along the western and southern 

boundaries and along the stream in parts. 

The soils vary between deep heavy slowly permeable types formed in clays and mudstones and 

moderately shallow freely-draining types over hard sandy limestone found on benches and terraces.  

Land on the former is limited by soil wetness which restricts arable use, while the latter are limited 

by droughtiness for arable crops resulting from restricted rooting depth. 
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The agricultural potential of the site is severely compromised by steep slopes on the upper valley 

sides to the north and south of the central stream.  The land on these slopes is limited to grade 4 

where not under woodland.  The majority of the rest of the land is limited by soil wetness or 

droughtiness to sub-grade 3b.  While small patches of better land exist, difficulty of access presented 

both by gradient and the wetness of the dominant heavy soils also limits land quality of these to a 

maximum of sub-grade 3b.  

Land mapped as non-agricultural: Woodland has been mapped in this category. 
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Maidstone: Local Plan ALC Sites 

Parish: Langley 

Site HO3-257 was not mapped as post-1998 ALC information for it is available on Natural England’s 

MAGIC website. 

MAFF Provisional ALC mapping (1:63,360 Scale) - Sheet 172 (1971):All sites are mapped as Grade 2 

quality. 

Soil Survey of England and Wales (1:250,000 Scale, 1983):Both sites are on the boundary of the 

Malling and Marlow soil associations. 

Site Specific Climate Data: 

(extrapolated from Climatological Data for Agricultural Land Classification, Met Office, 1989) 

Site Reference No. HO3-210 HO3-258 

Grid reference TQ 811520 TQ 806508 

Altitude (mAOD) 102 108 

Accumulated temperature  (day °°°°C Jan - June) 1391 1384 

Average annual rainfall (mm) 711 713 

Field capacity days (days) 147 147 

Moisture deficit, wheat (mm) 110 109 

Moisture deficit, potatoes (mm) 102 101 

Overall climatic grade 1 1 

Survey Results: 

Two sites have been surveyed within Langley Parish:  

HO3-210 

The land in the west is under pear orchards, with the east in weedy scrub after demolition of an old 

apple orchard.  The soils are heavy clay loams over clays with impeded subsoil drainage (Soil 

Wetness Class II or III).  Land quality for agriculture is determined by wetness caused by a 

combination of heavy topsoil and imperfect drainage.  The land with more restricted drainage in the 

south (Soil Wetness Class III) is of subgrade 3b quality with the remainder in subgrade 3a.  The site 

also includes hard standings, farm buildings and a residential garden, all of which are classified as 

non-agricultural land. 

HO3-258 

The site was under winter wheat at the time of survey.  (Soil Wetness Class II or III).  Land quality for 

agriculture is determined by wetness caused by a combination of heavy topsoil and imperfect 

drainage.  The land with more restricted drainage in the south (Soil Wetness Class III) is of subgrade 

3b quality with the remainder in subgrade 3a. 
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Maidstone: Local Plan ALC Sites 

Parish: Otham 

MAFF Provisional ALC mapping (1:63 360 Scale) - Sheet 172 (1971): 

All sites are mapped as Grade 2 quality 

Soil Survey of England and Wales (1:250 000 Scale, 1983): 

All sites mapped as Malling Association. 

Site Specific Climate Data: 

(extrapolated from Climatological Data for Agricultural Land Classification, Met Office, 1989) 

Due to the size of the sites climatic data has been extrapolated separately for different parts. 

Site Reference No. HO-123 

North 

HO-23 and 

HO-123 

South 

HO-155 

North 

West 

HO-155 

East 

HO-155 

South 

Grid reference TQ 797544 TQ 792536 TQ 802533 TQ 809530 TQ 865524 

Altitude (mAOD) 46 76 87 96 110 

Accumulated temperature  

(day °°°°C Jan - June) 

1454 1420 1407 1397 1382 

Average annual rainfall 

(mm) 

713 718 724 723 719 

Field capacity days (days) 146 147 148 149 148 

Moisture deficit, wheat 

(mm) 

116 112 111 109 108 

Moisture deficit, potatoes 

(mm) 

111 106 103 102 100 

Overall climatic grade 1 1 1 1 1 

Survey Results: All sites were found to have predominantly similar soils usually with a heavy silty 

clay loam, heavy clay loam or clay topsoil overlying a mottled and gleyed, slowly permeable clay 

subsoil. At a number of sample points reddish slowly permeable clay was present. These profiles 

were assessed as borderline Wetness Class III/IV or Wetness Class IV which, together with the 

topsoil textures and the prevailing climatic conditions at the sites, restricts such land to Subgrade 3b 

quality due to a significant wetness and workability limitation. 

Locally better draining profiles were evident in which an upper subsoil of variable thickness, was 

present above the slowly permeable clay.  These profiles were assessed as Wetness Class I, II or III 

depending on the thickness of the upper subsoil and were of Grade 1, 2 or 3a quality depending also 

on the topsoil texture and the climatic conditions. 

In places the stoniness of the topsoil was a limiting factor for the quality of the land. 
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A small valley feature in the north of site HO-155 had sides which were steep (25˚) and hence were 

of Grade 5 quality. 

Land mapped as non-agricultural: Areas of non-agricultural land have been mapped in all sites 

comprising buildings, gardens and woodland in site HO-23 and woodland in the south of site HO-

123.  Within site HO-155 buildings, caravans, woodlands, irrigation reservoirs and a garden area 

have also been mapped as non-agricultural. 
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Maidstone: Local Plan ALC Sites 

Parish: Thurnham 

Only one 3.7 ha site -H1(17) - in the south of the parish has been mapped and classified. 

MAFF Provisional ALC mapping (1:63 360 Scale) - Sheet 172 (1971): 

Site H1(17) was mapped as Grade 3 quality. 

Soil Survey of England and Wales (1:250 000 Scale, 1983): 

The whole of site H1(17) is mapped as soils of the Denchworth Association. 

Site Specific Climate Data: 

(extrapolated from Climatological Data for Agricultural Land Classification, Met Office, 1989) 

Site Reference No. H1(17) 

Grid reference TQ 808 557 

Altitude (mAOD) 52 

Accumulated temperature  (day °°°°C Jan - June) 1447 

Average annual rainfall (mm) 714 

Field capacity days (days) 147 

Moisture deficit, wheat (mm) 115 

Moisture deficit, potatoes (mm) 109 

Overall climatic grade 1 

Survey Results: Site H1(17) has two distinct soil types.  Around the edges of the site sandy clay loam 

topsoil is over a heavier sandy clay loam or heavy clay loam upper subsoil horizon which in turn 

overlies slowly permeable, gleyed and mottled, clay lower subsoil.  These soil profiles were assessed 

as Wetness Class II which, together with the topsoil texture and the prevailing climatic conditions at 

the site, restricts the land to Grade 2 quality due to a slight wetness and workability limitation. 

In the centre and east of the site sandier soil profiles were found with medium sandy loam topsoil 

over an upper subsoil of similar texture, which becomes sandier with increasing depth (loamy 

medium sand passing downwards to medium sand).  Such soil profiles have a moderate 

droughtiness limitation which restricts the land to Subgrade 3a. 
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Maidstone: Local Plan ALC Sites 

Parish: Tovil 

Only one small site (HO-271) south of Cripple Street has been classified in this parish. 

MAFF Provisional ALC mapping (1:63 360 Scale) - Sheet 172 (1971): 

Site HO-271 is mapped as Grade 2 agricultural quality. 

Soil Survey of England and Wales (1:250 000 Scale, 1983): 

The site is within a large area mapped as soils of the Malling Association. 

Site Specific Climate Data: 

(extrapolated from Climatological Data for Agricultural Land Classification, Met Office, 1989) 

Site Reference No. HO3-271 

Grid reference TQ 759533 

Altitude (mAOD) 62 

Accumulated temperature  (day °°°°C Jan - June) 1466 

Average annual rainfall (mm) 697 

Field capacity days (days) 143 

Moisture deficit, wheat (mm) 118 

Moisture deficit, potatoes (mm) 113 

Overall climatic grade 1 

Survey Results: Site HO3-271 was in use as horse grazing at the time of survey.  The land has 

medium loamy soils, with underlying hard rock at variable depth, mainly resulting in slight 

droughtiness limitations to agriculture.  Where the soils are deeper in the north, land is of grade 1 

and 2 quality.  Over the rest of the site the shallower soils give land of subgrade 3a quality. 
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Maidstone: Local Plan ALC Sites 

Parish: Broomfield and Kingswood 

MAFF Provisional ALC mapping (1:63 360 Scale) - Sheet 172 (1971): Both sites are mapped as 'other 

land primarily in non-agricultural use' with the exception of a small strip of land within site HO-154 

alongside the main road which is mapped as Grade 2 quality. 

Soil Survey of England and Wales (1:250 000 Scale, 1983): Both sites are mapped as soils of the 

Marlow Association. 

Site Specific Climate Data 

(extrapolated from Climatological Data for Agricultural Land Classification, Met Office, 1989): 

Site Reference No. HO-154 HO3-208 

Grid reference TQ 829 512 TQ 843 511 

Altitude (mAOD) 123 135 

Accumulated temperature  (day °°°°C Jan - 

June) 

1367 1353 

Average annual rainfall (mm) 720 722 

Field capacity days (days) 149 150 

Moisture deficit, wheat (mm) 106 105 

Moisture deficit, potatoes (mm) 98 96 

Overall climatic grade 1 1 

Survey Results: Nearly all of the soils of both sites were found to have very stony loamy and 

permeable topsoil and upper subsoil over dense and slowly permeable clay at a depth of 40-50 cm.  

Augering below 60-70 cm was often prevented by stones within the dense clay.  The topsoil stone 

content – typically around 30% by volume – and a Wetness Class of III restricts the land quality to 

Subgrade 3b quality. 

Two small areas with a greater depth of less stony soil over clay were assessed as Wetness Class III.  

This, together with the topsoil textures and the prevailing climatic conditions at the sites, restrict 

these areas to Subgrade 3a quality due to a moderate wetness and workability limitation. 
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Maidstone: Local Plan ALC Sites 

Parish: East Farleigh 

Only two small sites (HO3-285 & HO3-292) have been mapped and classified in this parish. 

MAFF Provisional ALC mapping (1:63 360 Scale) - Sheet 172 (1971): 

Site HO3-292 was within an area mapped as Grade 1 agricultural quality and HO3-285 within an area 

mapped as Grade 2. 

Soil Survey of England and Wales (1:250 000 Scale, 1983): 

Both sites are within a large area mapped as soils of the Malling Association. 

Site Specific Climate Data: 

(extrapolated from Climatological Data for Agricultural Land Classification, Met Office, 1989) 

Site Reference No. HO3-285 HO3-292 

Grid reference TQ 759533 TQ 724536 

Altitude (mAOD) 90 30 

Accumulated temperature  (day °°°°C Jan - June) 1406 1474 

Average annual rainfall (mm) 697 667 

Field capacity days (days) 141 137 

Moisture deficit, wheat (mm) 112 119 

Moisture deficit, potatoes (mm) 106 115 

Overall climatic grade 1 1 

Survey Results:  

Site HO3-292 was in use for horse grazing at the time of survey.  The land has heavy silty clay loam 

topsoil with imperfect subsoil drainage.  The resultant soil wetness limits agricultural quality to 

subgrade 3a. 

Site HO3-285 was not in agricultural use at the time of survey, having been recently cleared of 

woody scrub.  The land has medium clay loam topsoil and imperfect to poor drainage, resulting in 

land of subgrade 3a quality limited by soil wetness. 
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Maidstone: Local Plan ALC Sites 

Parish: East Sutton 

MAFF Provisional ALC mapping (1:63,360 Scale) - Sheet 172 (1971):The site is mapped as Grade 2 

quality. 

Soil Survey of England and Wales (1:250,000 Scale, 1983):The site is mapped within the Marlow soil 

association. 

Site Specific Climate Data: 

(extrapolated from Climatological Data for Agricultural Land Classification, Met Office, 1989) 

Site Reference No. HO3-237 

Grid reference TQ 835502 

Altitude (mAOD) 137 

Accumulated temperature  (day °°°°C Jan - June) 1351 

Average annual rainfall (mm) 721 

Field capacity days (days) 149 

Moisture deficit, wheat (mm) 105 

Moisture deficit, potatoes (mm) 96 

Overall climatic grade 1 

Survey Results: 

The land comprises a small area to the south of disused industrial units, under lawn grass (non-

agricultural) at the time of survey.  The soils are heavy clay loams with underlying slowly permeable 

clay at variable depth.  In the north of the site, corresponding to a slight rise in elevation, the clay 

occurs at shallow depth, giving land of subgrade 3b quality limited by soil wetness.  The rest of the 

site has better drainage and is of subgrade 3a quality.  The land also includes buildings and 

associated hard standings in the north which are classed as non-agricultural land. 
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Maidstone: Local Plan ALC Sites 

Parish: Hunton 

MAFF Provisional ALC mapping (1:63 360 Scale) - Sheet 172 (1971): Site HO3-288 is mapped as 

predominantly Grade 2 quality with a small area of Grade 3 in the east. 

Soil Survey of England and Wales (1:250 000 Scale, 1983): The whole of site HO3-288 is mapped as 

soils of the Shabbington Association. 

Site Specific Climate Data 

(extrapolated from Climatological Data for Agricultural Land Classification, Met Office, 1989): 

Site Reference No. HO3-288 

Grid reference TQ 717 491 

Altitude (mAOD) 16 

Accumulated temperature  (day °°°°C Jan - 

June) 

1501 

Average annual rainfall (mm) 781 

Field capacity days (days) 166 

Moisture deficit, wheat (mm) 114 

Moisture deficit, potatoes (mm) 109 

Overall climatic grade 1 

Survey Results: Site HO3-288 was found to have a medium silty clay loam or very occasionally a 

heavy silty clay loam topsoil overlying a mottled and gleyed, slowly permeable clay subsoil in the 

centre of the site.  These profiles were assessed as Wetness Class IV which, together with the topsoil 

texture and the prevailing climatic conditions at the site, restricts such land to Subgrade 3b quality 

due to a significant wetness and workability limitation. 

The north and south of the site had similar soils but with the addition of a permeable upper subsoil. 

These slightly better drained soil profiles were assessed as Wetness Class III which together with the 

topsoil textures and the prevailing climatic conditions at the site restrict such land to Subgrade 3a 

quality due to a moderate wetness and workability limitation. 

Non-agricultural land has been mapped at site HO3-288 consisting of a garden and buildings with 

associated infrastructure and hard standing. In the north-east an area of trees and scrub is mapped 

as non-agricultural. 
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